
  
 

Ian J. Houston is regional leader of the Toronto Construction, Engineering, Surety and Fidelity 
Law Practice Group of Borden Ladner Gervais LLP.  He has specialized in the area of 
construction, and surety law from the beginning of his career.  His practice includes advising 
clients on all commercial aspects related to the development of major capital projects; drafting 
and negotiating all forms of construction agreements; providing procurement law advice; and 
assisting clients in resolving disputes through litigation or alternative dispute resolution 
processes.  Mr. Houston’s clients include public bodies such as hospitals, school boards, 
municipalities and regional governments as well as private sector owners, developers, 
manufacturers, contractors, consultants and financial institutions.   

Mr. Houston is a fellow of the Canadian College of Construction Lawyers, and a member of the 
Executive Committee of the Construction Law Section, Canadian Bar Association; the Executive 
Committee of the Construction Law Section; Ontario Bar Association; the Toronto Construction 
Association; the Advocates Society; the Surety Association of Canada; and the Canadian Council 
for Public-Private Partnerships.  He has authored and co-authored numerous papers on 
construction law subjects and he is a contributing author to the highly regarded legal textbook 
Scott and Reynolds on Surety Bonds (Carswell, December 1993).  Mr. Houston is a frequent 
lecturer and speaker on construction, surety bonding and risk management issues for the 
University of Toronto Law School, the University of Toronto School of Architecture, George 
Brown College Centre for Construction Management and Architectural Technology; the Ontario 
Hospital Association; the Canadian Bar Association; the Canadian Institute, guest lecturer to the 
Osgoode Hall Law School LLM Program and others. 


